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most of what is needed to make a decision.

The reconsideration examiner may need to request
additional medical records. To make a decision on a
claim, an adjudicator must have at some medical
evidence that is not older than 90 days; however,
for the most part, the reconsideration-level
examiner will already have most of his or her work
already done (done by the initial examiner who,
just a few weeks earlier, worked on the dls\d{mllty
application).
Q)\‘1/

A reconsideration appeal can usuallx)%e decided in
as little as four weeks or as long as twelve weeks;
whereas an application for dlsa@#ty can take as
long as six months (usually,vi it takes this long it is
due to difficulties in procuging medical records from
various doctors and oQge medical providers).

%l
2. The second a 'Eal the request for hearing
- This appeal i lﬁarkedly different from the request
for reconside |on It is not handled by a disability
examlner y disability determination services at
all. This appeal level is where the case moves
outsng@of the lower levels and it is distinguished by
th%‘féllowing facts:

2

N\
c\}ba The social security administration no longer
@rz’ gathers medical records for the case at this level.

6\(\ At the hearing level, this is now the responsibility
,,\@ of the claimant and/or the claimant's social security
@) lawyer.

b. The claimant and/or their representative (the
attorney, or non-attorney if the claimant has
chosen a non-attorney representative) will actually
interact with the decision-maker, an administrative
law judge at a hearing office.

c. The claimant and/or their representative can
have the opportunity to make certain types of
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director. The first request, sent to the hearing
office director, is a request for the claim to be
expedited due to dire need, which can be for
medical or dire financial reasons. Dire need
requests usually need to be substantiated by some
type of documentation.

For example, if a person is in danger of losing their
domicile and becoming homeless due to prolonged
lack of income, they may submit copies of A -
foreclosure or eviction notices along wit eir dire
need request letter. Q)\
O(\

A second type of request that car@e made at this
level is for an on-the-record reyiew. This is a
request for the evidence of \I;ﬁe case to be reviewed
before a hearing is ever&\hg;ld.

When an OTR review+S granted, it is usually
because the disability attorney handling the case
believes that theSmedical evidence (and the case
itself) is very ér\ong and that there is a good
chance th \%e administrative law judge will
approve-the claim following an on-the-record
revie@%f the case.

A8

. o judge decides to approve the case following an

TR review, it must be fully favorable. Anything
less than a fully favorable request would mean
either that a hearing would still need to be held, or
that the claimant would have to agree to the terms
requested by the judge to approve the claim
without the need for a hearing -- usually, this
would mean that the judge would propose altering
the onset date for the claimant's disability, which
would mean less in back pay benefits, and the
claimant would need to formally agree to this.

—
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